
An introduction to the 
new European Seed Regulation

and its impact on agricultural biodiversity, farmer's rights  and our 
freedom of choice

When:  18th January 2014 at 17:00
Where:  Café Retro, Knabrostræde 26
What:  Documentary film, presentation and discussion 

Byhaven 2200, in collaboration with the Danish Seed Savers (Frøsamlerne) and the Greek association 
Peliti, organize an event about the  new European Seed Regulation and its impact on agricultural 
biodiversity, farmer's right and our freedom of choice.  

European  institutions  are  reforming  the  entire  package  of  legislation  related  to  seed  marketing, 
replacing  the  current  12  directives  with  1  regulation,  giving  less  room for  national  interpretation. 
Beside the marketing of seeds, the new legislation will have an impact also on the production of  seeds.
 
The most important issues are: 

- Serious threat for agricultural biodiversity  
- Increased legal barriers and administrative burden for farmers producing their own seeds

One might think, what does all this have to do with me?? Well, do we want the seeds, being the 
source of life, to be regulated or do we want to preserve the diversity and freedom to choose? 

The current proposal gives a preference to highly homogeneous and stable varieties. These “industrial” 
varieties are adopted to agrochemicals and to the processing conditions of the food industry, which 
demand uniform, transportable and long-post-life crops.  Seeds are the starting point of the whole 
human food chain, and the EU’s attempt to consolidate the seed industry is highly worrying.   If 
the scope of the seed law will make the “industrial” varieties a standard,  the consequence will be the 
acceleration  of  the  erosion  of  agricultural  biodiversity,  and  will  put  the  nutritional  basis  into 
jeopardy. We should not let this  happen!

In  addition,  according  to  the  proposal  of  the  regulation,  farms  and nurseries  producing  seeds  for 
themselves or exchanging them with their neighbours, would have to register and keep information 
about many of their activities, and some may become illegal. The right and ability to keep and reuse 
seeds without legal barriers and high administrative burden, is essential for farmers and anyone 
around the globe, also in Europe. 



According  to  various  European  NGOs,  this  change  in  seed  policy  focus  on  the  support  and 
stimulation of real diversity in seed varieties. We need to protect varieties which are adopted to local 
and regional conditions of climate and soil, those suited to home and small-scale processing, as well as 
those providing a diversity of tastes and have a broad genetic base. 

Come to Caf'e-Retro Saturday 18th January at 5 pm to learn more about this important topic and 
discuss what we can do!

Program 18th January 2014 at Café Retro, Knabrostræde 26, Copenhagen: 
17:00 – FILM SCREENING: “Resilient Seed”
17:40 – Considerations for farmer's right, food sovereignty and security, in view of the revision of the 
EU regulation on seeds; Inger Heyerdahl-Jensen, Frøsamlerne
18:00 - Discussion

The event is part of the mobilization of European Coordination Via Campesina www.eurovia.org 
to defend FARMER's RIGHTS

more information:
Byhaven 2200; www.byhaven2200.dk 

Danish Seed Savers; www.froesamlerne.dk 
Peliti; www.peliti.gr 

Contact: Antonis; abreskas22@hotmail.com

If you want to read more:
http://www.seed-sovereignty.org/EN/
http://www.eu-seedlaw.net/     
http://www.froesamlerne.dk/viden-om/eus-forslag-til-fr%C3%B8lovgivning-en-lang-og-kringlet-vej 
http://seedpolicy.arche-noah.at/files/2013-02-25_faq_en_1.pdf
http://www.peliti.gr/images/pdf/How_to_collect_our_own_seed/how_to_collect_our_own_seed.pdf 
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